Monday, March 8 — B&HI¥5E 3 Luke 5 Devotional Questions

Luke 5:12-13

“The regulations concerning leprosy are in Lev.13-14. The most tetrible thing about it was the
isolation it bought. The leper was to cry ‘Unclean! Unclean!” wherever he went; he was to dwell
alone; ‘in a habitation outside the camp’ (Lev.13:45-46). He was banished from the society of

men and exiled from home. The result was, and still is, that the psychological consequences of

leprosy were as serious as the physical.”1
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*  What was the posture and attitude of the leper before Jesus? What is the significance of
the word “willing” in terms of how the leper related with Jesus? How did Jesus respond to
the leper’s request? Why did Jesus touch the leper?

Luke 5:18-19
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*  Who brought the paralytic to Jesus? What obstacles needed to be overcome for the
paralytic to come before Jesus? To what extent do I go about helping someone to come
before Jesus?

Luke 5:36-39
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*  Why does the new wine need to be poured into a new wineskin? What do the new wine
and new wineskins symbolize? Cf. Ezekiel 36:26-27. One commentator explains, “Those
who like old wine do not try the new, for their minds are already made up: “The old is
good.” So Jesus expects many not to respond to his new way. They are comfortable with
life and piety as it is. Jesus’ remark is both a description and a warning. John the Baptist
came to tell the people that a new era of change was coming, but Jesus knows that some
do not want change.” How have I been resisting the new ways that God has been dealing
with me or guiding me because I don’t like to come out of my set “old ways”?

| William Barclay, The Gospel of Luke, Daily Study Bible Serics, Rev. ed. (Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1975)

Tuesday, March 9 — % Luke 6 Devotional Questions
Luke 6:1-11
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*  What are the differing motivations of the Pharisees” and Jesus’ approach to the
Sabbath? Are there ways in which my approach to spiritual life is similar to the Pharisees?
If so, what are they?

Luke 6:17-19
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One commentator writes: “Once word of Jesus’ healing power spread, crowds gathered just to
touch him. For many, he had become a symbol of good fortune, a lucky charm, or a

magician. Instead of desiring God’s pardon and love, they only wanted physical healing or a
chance to see spectacular events.”

o BISEIAMIER B EH R 2 BRI IR )7 e B g bR 2
¢ Today, why do some people seck God? How have I also similarly attempted to relate to
God in these ways?

Luke 6:20-22
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*  What s seemingly odd about using the words “poor” and “blessed” in the
sentence? What is the context in which one is “poor”? (c.f. Matt. 5:3) What is the world’s
understanding of being “blessed”? What is my understanding of being “blessed”? How
does that understanding affect my relationship with God?




Wednesday, March 10 — 3 Luke 7 Devotional Questions

Luke 7:1-10

o HHER IRGMATIEE  RMECHAY. I OCREEARE. o EHHLE
RT RAEMARRE LW L AT MITRPEAERE A (R ? E L
TOMER 46T IERVERUERE R ? ARG BRI T R TR
U5 ? R IEAA NG PR BN RS AEMT SR - WEST S TH AL
PR TR IR ?

. “This man deserves to have you do this...”; “T do not deserve to have you...” What does
this contrast in perspective reveal about the elders’ criteria for “deserving” something from
God vs. that of this Centurion’s? What is the criteria that I use to determine how much I
“deserve” something from God? In what ways do I feel God “owes me”? In contrast,
how can I remember the many ways God has “unfairly blessed” me despite the fact that I
do not deserve anything?

Luke 7:31-32
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One commentator notes that Jesus compares these obstinate religious leaders to children at play:

“They are the children who are seated and refuse to play, complaining that John and Jesus do
not dance to their tune. Whether they play a light tune on the flute or a funeral dirge, these two
men do not follow the Jewish leadership’s desires.”
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*  What is my attitude when it becomes clear that God does not always “dance to my
tune”? In what ways do I get upset when God does not go along with my set plans and
desires? Why should I trust in God’s plans for me? (cf. Jeremiah 29:11)

Luke 7:41-43
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*  Why would the one who had a smaller debt love the merciful moneylender less? In what
ways do I feel that my sins and problems are “not that bad?? What are some obstacles that
T have toward understanding the depth of mercy and grace that I have received? Is my
debt something that can be paid off easily? How much have I applied the truth found in
Romans 13:8 which states, “Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to
love one another...””?

Thursday, March 11 — E Luke 8 Devotional Questions

Luke 8:1-15
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*  What is same for all 4 soils? What is the primary difference between the good soil and the
three bad soils? What is the relationship between the depth of the root and fruit
bearing? What does the root represent? What was needed for the seed to bear fruit
according to v.13? Which of the 4 soils can I identify with? What do I need to do to
become that good soil?

Luke 8:19-21
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*  How does Jesus’ response challenge my view of family? For Jesus, who was closer to him
than his physical family, and on what basis? How does this new definition of human
closeness reveal God’s vision for how we should relate to one another? What implication
does this have for other tribal-type associations and loyalties?What is the basis upon which
1 feel kinship and closeness to someone?

Luke 8:26-39
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*  Why did Jesus travel to the other side of the Galilee? What are the boundaries that He
crossed in order to accomplish this task? What can we learn about the heart of Jesus
through this event? What are some boundaries in your life that you need to cross in order
to do the work of God?




